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This briefing is intended to give a summary of the key areas of discussion and decisions at 
the meeting of Oxfordshire Primary Care Commissioning Committee (OPCCC) which is a 
committee of Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group (OCCG) Board. It is intended for 
wide circulation. The minutes will provide the official record of the meeting. The agenda, 
papers and this briefing are available on the OCCG website here. 

Primary Care Networks:   

The Long Term Plan (LTP) and ‘Investment and evolution – a five year framework for GP 
contract reform to implement The Long Term Plan’ set an ambitious programme of change 
for primary care and community services. Primary Care Networks (PCNs) are described as 
the building block of Integrated Care Systems. PCNs will be wider than just general practice 
as they are intended to dissolve the historic divide between primary and community health 
services.  By the end of May 2019, it was expected that commissioners would confirm that 
registration requirements have been met, including discussing and agreeing the Networks 
Areas across the CCG. In Oxfordshire, 19 network areas have been agreed covering 
population size of between 30,000 and 66,000 patients. Changes to funding flows as a result 
of the introduction of PCNs are set out in the full paper.  

South Oxford Health Centre:   

St Bartholomew's Health Centre in East Oxford will be running South Oxford Health Centre 
(SOHC) as a branch surgery. The PPG of SOHC was involved in the communications with 
patients and the decision has been announced with the Oxford Mail covering the story.   

Specialist primary care services for homeless people:   

Luther Street Medical Centre (LSMC) is a specialist primary care practice based in the centre 
of Oxford, adjacent to O’Hanlon House (a 56 bed complex needs hostel). It will accept 
temporary or permanent registration from homeless people. The contract will expire at the 
end of the 2019/20 financial year and OCCG is making plans to recommission this specialist 
service. A survey is currently gathering views from people who work with or volunteer in 
services for people who are homeless. Conversations have been taking place with patients in 
the waiting room at Luther Street Practice and the practice PPG have been engaged in the 
process. 

Primary Care services for 2019/20:   

The Long Term Plan introduced a new vision for primary care with services being funded 
through Primary Care Networks (PCNs). This included:  

 Seven national specifications for introduction over the next three years.  

 National review of improved access, the outcomes of which will impact on PCNs from 
April 2021 in terms of a combined access offer.  

 An expanded role for PCNs in running urgent care in the community (yet to be 
determined).  

 Integration of NHS111 and Out of hours as part of the urgent care offer.  
In March 2019 a paper was presented to the committee explaining some of the impacts of the 
national direction on currently commissioned services. Most of these services are currently 
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funded from the CCG allocation and for which the CCG has discretion on the amount of 
funding available for primary care services (exception is improved access appointments). 
There are a number of services currently commissioned from primary care (either 
Federations or individual practices) where confirmation on plans for 2019/20 was agreed 
namely:  

 Improved access appointments (previously known as GPAF)  

 Sustainability and Transformation Fund (STF) funded services/Primary Care 
Investment  

o Additional hub appointments  
o South East Oxfordshire and South West Oxfordshire STF schemes  

 Deprivation Locally Commissioned Service  

 Local Investment scheme 

BOB Sustainability and Transformation Partnership (STP) Primary Care Strategy:   

As part of the NHS Operational Planning and Contract Guidance 2019/201, STPs/Integrated 
Care Systems (ICS) must include a primary care strategy as part of the system strategy. 
This will be developed for final submission in Autumn 2019 in response to the Long Term 
Plan which sets out how it will ensure the sustainability and transformation of primary care 
and general practice. This should include specific details on:  

 Local investment in transformation with the local priorities identified for support. 

 PCN development plan. 

 Local workforce plan supporting development of an expanded workforce  
Work has started to produce this strategy which draws from existing CCG documents across 
BOB. Read the full paper for more information on the strategy.  

Quality:  

All GP practices are currently rated Good with CQC, with the exception of the following:  

 One practice in Oxford City is rated Requires Improvement overall and has been re-
inspected. The revised rating following the re-inspection has not yet been published.  

 Four practices remain Outstanding and have not yet been re-inspected.  
Five practices have participated in phone calls with the CQC to discuss changes, since their 
last inspection, in line with the new approach taken by the CQC.  

Primary Care in Banbury:  

The process for improving sustainability of primary care in Banbury has moved forward with 
PML now being responsible for West Bar Surgery and Banbury Health Centre. Horsefair 
Surgery in Banbury has faced significant pressure over the last three years and OPCCC have 
made a decision for PML to take over the running of Horsefair surgery subject to due diligence 
exercise. 

Primary Care in Bicester: 

All three GP practices in Bicester need more physical space to meet demand and to provide 
quality care for a growing population. Bicester Health Centre has the space to expand at its 
current site but the other two are working on coming together on a new site with expanded 
facilities. A recent engagement event led by the practices was attended by nearly 200 
residents. The main themes from the discussion were the choice of site and transport options. 
An outline business case has been presented to the CCG Finance committee. 
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